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ATIS Interrogation Report No. 395
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Allied Translator and Interpreter Section (ATIS) was a joint U.S. and Australia intelligence
agency in the South West Pacific including the Philippines. ATIS’ major tasks were to translate
documents seized from the enemy, to interrogate prisoners of war (POWSs), and to publish
interrogation reports of POWs. This document is an ATIS’ interrogation report of a Japanese
army medical officer from Okinawa. He was captured and became a POW in Talasea, the west
of New Britain Island, Papua New Guinea. New Britain Island was occupied by Japan in
January 1942, and then taken over by the Allied Forces in February 1943. There were nearly
twenty “comfort stations,” most of which were in the biggest city of the island, Rabaul during
the Japanese occupation.

According to this document, the Japanese POW was a medical officer who were well informed
of Japan’s military medical system, military situations in the southern Pacific islands, and the
“comfort station” system. He stated that in Manila, Philippines, there were ten “comfort
stations,” all of which were staffed with Korean women and some of them were managed by
the Japanese military. He also mentioned that there were four to five “comfort stations” in
Rabaul where Korean women were stationed. (pp. 15-16.)
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